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While there may be no answer which will prevent a repeat of the Littleton incident, there may be an understandable reason why some people, not just youngsters, are violent.  In Sunday’s paper, in the article about Petaluma being on the forefront of acceptance of alternate lifestyles, the reason for Jim Spahr’s activism on this issue was given as the 1995 suicide of a Petaluma youth presumably linked to a gay orientation. Basically the youth ended his life because of harassment by his peers.





This caused me to wonder why some people kill themselves and some people kill others.  Could it be as simple as passive VS active, depression VS anger, suicide VS revenge?  When frustrated, some young children cry and others throw things, some youths sulk and some fight, some adults drink and some exhibit rage.  





The fact that some people are aggravated by simply having to stand in a slow moving line while others seem to let nothing upset them, points out that we each have a different boiling point and different reasons to boil.  This works against there being a common cure to our individual hot buttons.





How we react to life’s frustrations is also an individual process.  Again, for the same level or type of frustration, some will mumble under their breath and others will quit their job and possibly ruin a career.  Our infinitely variable reactions accounts for the occasional excessive response.





There is no need to focus on Littleton.  There are workplace examples          ( going postal as the saying goes),  personal relationships gone sour (the ex husband or boyfriend), and the instances of road rage, drunken brawls and family feuds.  The tragedy of Littleton was the age of the victims.  Revenge has been plotted longer and the number of innocents has been greater.





We don’t pay much attention as a society to a suicide because it’s no threat to us, only a tragedy to that person’s family.  If we thought that every potential suicide would select a deliberate head-on collision as his means, our attitude would change very quickly.  A passive suicide VS an aggressive one can make a big difference to the innocent bystander.





Let’s talk about schools for a bit.  Why is it that these school killings don’t seem to happen in private schools?  First of all, probably because there are far fewer private schools.  Then maybe because private schools can reject, expel and discipline individuals with much more latitude. Finally, perhaps parents paying for a private school education are more responsive to the school’s reports or comments about their child.





In our litigious society, we have tied the hands of administrators and teachers when it comes to dealing with problem students.  Whether it’s the harassers or the harassees, not much can be done by school authorities to change the situation between them.  This is the result of legislation designed to protect each student’s “rights” in school.  Unfortunately, an unintended consequence has been that, while school personnel are expected to be responsible for education and safety in the school, they have little autho
